©ahcngatcs  Urban  District  Council 


INTERIM  REPORT 

on  the 

and  Sanitary 


Circumstances 


of  the 


Oakengates  Urban  District 


for  the  year  1945 


PRINTED  BY 

F.  V.  PENDLEBURY, 

St.  George’s  Printing  Works, 
Oakengates, 

SHROPSHIRE. 


Oakengates  Urban  District  Council 


Despite  the  cessation  of  hostilities  the  Ministry  of  Health  has 
made  no  change  and  this  Report  is,  therefore,  again  presented  in 
an  abbreviated  interim  form. 

During  the  year  1944  the  Town  enjoyed  considerable  freedom 
from  infectious  disease  and  this  was  even  more  marked  in  the 
current  period.  The  types  of  infection  were  few  and  the  numbers 
involved  do  not  merit  comment.  It  has  to  be  noted,  however, 
that  Diphtheria  was  again  completely  absent  —  this  for  three 
years  in  succession. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  total  in  the  Tuberculosis 
Register  and  the  death  rate  from  this  is  much  lower  than  that 
of  the  Country. 

Vital  Statistics  show  that  the  Birth  Rate  is  slightly  lower 
than  that  of  the  preceding  year,  but  is  still  above  that  generally 
prevailing.  However,  the  Death  Rate  in  Infants  under  one  year 
is  still  very  high  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  with  better  living 
conditions  this  will  show  improvement.  The  General  Death 
Rate  approximates  to  that  of  the  Country. 

The  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area  are  dealt  with  in 
the  relevant  sections  of  this  Report  and  in  these  sections  recom¬ 
mendations  have  been  made,  principally  directed  to  housing 
and  ancillary  services. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  takes  this  opportunity  of 
thanking  Mr.  Johnstone,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  his  staff 
for  their  close  collaboration  and  assistance  in  the  working  of  the 
Health  Department. 


SECTION  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  (in  acres) 

Register  General  estimate  of  resident  population 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1945)  according  to 
Rate  Books 

Rateable  value 

Sum  represented  by  one  penny  rate 
Persons  per  acre  (calculated  on  population) 


2,329 

10,430 

3,053 

£36,061 

£134 

4.4 
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Population. 

The  estimated  return  of  the  Register  General  again  shows 
that  there  has  been  a  slight  fall  in  the  number  of  permanent 
residents  in  the  Area.  Despite  this,  the  District  furnishes  homes 
for  as  densely  populated  a  community  as  any  in  Shropshire. 
The  importance  of  this  must  be  constantly  kept  in  mind  in  any 
district  planning.  These  residents,  many  living  under  adverse 
housing  conditions,  look  to  the  Council  for  relief  and  by  now 
plans  should  be  well  prepared  and  advanced  to  meet  the  very 
considerable  list  of  applicants  who  have  placed  their  names  on 
the  roll  of  the  Housing  Department.  Full  publicity  should  be 
given  to  this  planning  and  the  populace  should  be  kept  informed 
as  to  the  expectation  in  this  direction. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 


Live  Births. 


Males. 

Females. 

T  otal. 

Legitimate 

101 

72 

173 

Illegitimate 

9 

4 

13 

Totals  . . 

110 

76 

186 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  .  .  .  .  17.8 

Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  estimated  population  (England  and 

Wales  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  16.1 

Still  Births. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Males. 

Females. 

4 

T  otal. 

4 

Totals  .  . 

— 

4 

4 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (Live  and  Still)  Births 

21 

Deaths. 

Males. 

Females. 

T  otal. 

Total  number  of  Deaths 

69 

66 

135 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population 

•  •  « 

12.9 

11.4 
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Infantile  Mortality. 

All  Infants,  per  1,000  live  births  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  64.5 

All  Infants,  per  1,000  live  births,  England  and  Wales.  .  46 

Legitimate  Infants,  per  1,000  live  legitimate  births  .  .  40 

Illegitimate  Infants,  per  1,000  live  illegitimate  births  .  . 

Total  number  of  Infant  Deaths  :  Legitimate  .  .  .  .  -  7 

Illegitimate  .  .  .  .  5 

Total  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Deaths  from  :  Cancer  (all  ages)  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  31 

Measles  (all  ages) 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  .  .  .  — 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  .  .  .  .  3 


Maternal  Mortality. 

Under  this  heading  there  were  no  deaths. 


Chief  Causes  of  Death. 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Cancer  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  31 

Intra  Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Heart  Disease  and  Circulatory  Disturbances  .  .  .  .  44 

Respiratory  Diseases  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

Nephritis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Premature  Births  and  Congenital  Malformations  .  .  5 

Violence  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Diabetes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Abdominal  Disease  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 


SECTION  B. 

General  Provision  for  Health  Services  in  District. 

Ambulance. 

This  service  continued  under  the  direct  control  of  this 
Authority  and  there  have  been  few  complaints,  the  District  being 
well  served. 

During  the  year  the  opportunity  arose  to  discuss  the  formation 
of  a  joint  service  with  neighbouring  Authorities  and,  although  the 
present  scheme  had  been  very  efficient,  the  Council  were  prepared 
to  consider  the  benefits  which  were  likely  to  accrue  from  joint 
working  and  magnanimously  offered  their  collaboration  in  this 
connection.  Meetings  have  been  held  with  the  five  Authorities 
locally  associated  and  full  discussions  have  taken  place  on  the 
various  aspects  and  implications.  Wellington  Rural  Council 
closely  associated  itself  with  the  aspirations  of  the' Local  Council 
and  by  the  end  of  the  year  it  seemed  assured  that  these  two 
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authorities  would  link  together.  Dawley,  Newport  and  Wellington 
Urban  Councils  showed  interest,  but  beyond  that  Dawley  were 
in  all  probability  likely  to  make  a  third  partner,  nothing  definitely 
could  be  said  for  them.  The  centre  of  working  decided  on  was  at 
Donnington,  in  the  Wellington  Rural  area.  This  had  several 
advantages  ;  buildings  were  available  for  housing  the  vehicles  ; 
it  is  within  easy  reach  of  the  industrial  districts  to  be  served  ; 
the  depot  had  close  relationship  with  the  National  Fire  Services’ 
Centre,  whose  staff  had  promised  to  give  the  closest  assistance, 
and,  finally,  living  accommodation  was  likely  to  be  obtainable 
for  the  staff.  It  was  proposed  to  start  with  the  two  vehicles  at 
present  in  service  and  should  Dawley  join  there  would  be  the 
very  fine  ambulance  of  that  in  addition.  It  was  felt  that  with 
the  larger  combination  a  very  fine  service  would  be  available. 
It  has  been  planned  to  employ  a  full  time  driver  living  locally 
and  a  trained  assistant  to  travel  with  the  patients,  and  to  have 
on  call  a  second  driver  prepared  to  act  when  the  first  ambulance 
is  out  on  duty.  It  is  confidently  expected  that  this  will  be  fully 
established  early  in  1946.  Simultaneously,  the  County  Authority 
had  been  considering,  independently,  the  formation  of  a  County 
Ambulance  Service,  one  which  would  cover  the  larger  administra¬ 
tive  area  and  would  be  comprised  of  such  local  undertakings 
as  were  able  to  act  complementarity  and  could  give  an  assurance 
of  readiness  for  action  over  the  twenty-four  hours.  It  is  believed 
that  the  County  Authority  will  approve  the  general  local  scheme 
and  its  site  and  that  it  will  be  incorporated  by  them  to  form  part 
of  the  greater  unification. 

Mortuary. 

There  is  a  small  office  available  for  this  service  situated  in 
a  works  on  the  outskirts  of  the  Town.  This  is  a  very  old  building, 
is  not  conveniently  centred  and  is  not  under  Authority  control. 
It  would  seem  that  by  joint  planning  a  modern  office  for  this 
work  could  be  built  and  somewhere  in  close  proximity  to  the  new 
ambulance  station  suggests  itself.  In  this  place  there  would  be 
opportunity  for  general  control  and  supervision. 


SECTION  C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Scavenging. 

The  aim  is  a  weekly  collection  which  in  this  area  would  be 
secured  were  it  not  for  the  presence  of  a  number  of  ashpits. 
These  are  a  constant  source  of  trouble,  to  say  nothing  of  their 
unhygienic  consequences  and  should  be  got  rid  of  as  soon  as 
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possible.  Two  covered  waggons  are  in  use.  It  is  apparent  that 
the  labour  of  this  work  is  for  the  young  active  man  and  considera¬ 
tion  of  this  qualification  is  worth  attention.  The  District  has  in 
use  three  tipping  centres,  Wombridge,  Trench,  and  at  the  White 
Horse.  This  tipping  is  not  able  to  be  controlled  as  it  might 
through  labour  shortage.  It  is  undoubtedly  more  economical 
and  efficient  to  concentrate  on  one  centre  only  at  a  time  and 
give  the  maximum  attention  in  controlling.  The  Authority  is 
not  responsible  for  the  provision  of  dustbins  but  it  is  evident 
that  there  is  need  for  enforcement  of  the  use  of  the  standard  type  ; 
standard  in  size  and  construction.  It  has  in  the  past  been 
difficult  to  obtain  delivery  of  bins,  but  this  should  be  overcome 
within  the  next  few  years  when  the  Council  might  consider  making 
this  a  local  authority  service  with  a  charge  made  annually  for 
the  dustbins.  Complaints  have  been  received  of  the  mixing  of 
vegetable  matter  with  ashes.  This  should  be  rigorously  con¬ 
demned  and  forbidden,  as  it  not  only  makes  the  work  of  collection 
unpleasant  but  also  shortens  the  life  of  these  containers.  Where 
trade  refuse  is  capable  of  salvage  this  is  used  for  pig  feeding  and 
a  certain  quantity  is  got  rid  of  by  incineration.  The  streets  of 
the  district  are  kept  free  of  refuse  and  paper,  and  this  is  a  pleasing 
feature  of  the  Town,  particularly  at  week-ends. 


Salvage. 

This  is  a  restricted  service  and  is  collected  by  trailer  attached 
to  the  refuse  waggon.  The  variety  of  the  collection  is  now 
principally  rags,  bones,  and  paper.  The  whole  scheme  is  directed 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  amount  of  salvage  is  low  for  the 
size  of  the  Town. 

Vermin  Infestation. 

The  Authority  has  contracted  with  the  County  Council  for 
the  services  of  their  Rat  Officer,  but  it  has  been  found  in  practice 
that,  owing  to  labour  shortage,  the  County  Department  has  not 
always  been  able  to  give  service  as  required.  Major  rat  infesta¬ 
tions  have  been  few,  but  one  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  was 
dealt  with  by  local  labour  and  in  the  same  way  lesser  outbreaks 
in  the  Town  have  been  removed.  The,  Town  sewers  have  not  had 
a  routine  inspection  although  this  is  a  work  which  the  Ministry 
of  Food  is  very  anxious  to  have  completed.  It  might  be  that 
a  solution  of  this  labour  difficulty  could  be  got  by  the  combination 
with  neighbouring  Councils  in  the  employment  of  a  trained 
rat-catcher. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspector  attended 
meetings  at  Shrewsbury  on  the  modern  methods  of  control  and 
eradication  of  this  pest. 
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Six  houses  have  been  treated  for  bug  infestation  and  the 
method  used  has  been  by  spraying  with  zaldecide  and,  more 
recently,  a  D.D.T.  preparation.  In  this  connection  it  should  be 
remembered  that  there  is  danger  of  the  transfer  of  such  vermin 
to  new  houses  when  rehousing,  and  steps  should  be  taken  to 
avoid  the  occurrence  of  this. 

No  calls  have  been  made  for  the  eradication  of  vermin  from 
clothes  and  bedding.  There  is  no  disinfestation  plant  in  the 
Town  and  on  the  occasion  for  such  service  dependence  has  to  be 
placed  on  the  courtesy  of  the  Public  Assistance  Authority  for 
the  use  of  their  disinfector.  This  in  practice  has  been  found 
inconvenient  as  the  service  is  not  always  available.  It  would 
seem  that  this  again  is  an  opportunity  for  joint  control  with  a 
plant  authority  owned. 

Water  Supplies. 

The  main  bore  holes  and  pumping  station  is  at  Sheriffhales 
and  from  there  the  service  to  the  District  is  maintained.  This 
source  has  worked  well  over  many  years  but  now  the  plant  is 
beginning  to  feel  the  effects  of  constant  use  and  a  general  overhaul 
of  the  engines  is  required.  To  augment  this  supply  a  new  borehole 
has  been  decided  on,  and  for  this  plans  have  been  prepared  and 
passed.  This  is  in  close  proximity  to  the  present  one  and  should 
be  a  great  help  when  in  commission.  The  present  flow  of  water 
is  about  500,000  gallons  a  day  and  with  the  new  supply  should  be 
increased  by  half  as  much  again. 

The  storage  reservoir  at  Redhill  has  not  been  able  to  be 
used  during  the  twelve  months,  this  due  to  leakages  caused  by 
subsidence  of  the  land.  Improvisation  to  meet  this  difficulty 
has  been  by  providing  an  auxiliary  metal  tank  at  Redhill  capable 
of  carrying  150,000  gallons  and,  in  addition,  an  underground  tank 
at  the  Greyhound.  From  this  latter  the  supply  is  pumped  to  an 
overhead  tank  at  the  top  of  Ketley  Bank  (here  it  may  be  said 
that  this  has  met  a  much  felt  need  and  has  given  great  satisfaction 
to  the  residents  there). 

Looking  back  over  the  year  it  can  be  said  that  the  supply 
of  water  to  the  Area  has  been  an  acute  problem  and  can  be 
accounted  to  this  limited  storage  available  and  in  lesser  measure 
to  certain  difficulties  met  with  in  pumping  at  the  source.  Ketley 
Bank  has  suffered  particularly.  In  the  Teagues  Bridge  area  water 
shortage  has  also  been  experienced,  but  this  district  is  dependent 
on  supply  from  outside  the  Authority’s  control.  Relief  has  been 
found  by  the  erection  of  a  small  storage  tank  in  this  part  ;  this 
as  a  temporary  measure. 

Calls  to  meet  service  requirements  have  stijl  to  be  met  but 
it  is  expected  that  these  will  terminate  shortly. 

Very  few  new  connections  to  homes  have  been  carried  out, 
but  an  additional  service  has  been  provided  for  one  of  the  new 
housing  sites  ;  this  will  serve  some  fifty  homes. 
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There  has  been  no  reduction  in  the  number  of  stand  pipes 
and  the  houses  supplied  by  such. 

The  main  water  has  a  high  degree  of  purity  as  shewn  by 
examination  of  samples  and  is,  in  addition,  chlorinated  at  the 
pumping  station. 

Sewage  and  Sewerage. 

The  District  is  still  dependent  on  the  very  old  disposal  works 
where  much  is  expected  from  broad  irrigation  methods.  It  is 
known  that  the  plant  requires  complete  reconstruction  with 
perhaps  a  change  of  method  of  disposal  and  the  Authority,  with 
this  in  mind,  has  arranged  with  a  Consulting  Engineer  to  report, 
with  his  recommendations,  on  the  whole  sewerage  and  disposal 
of  the  area.  It  is  hoped  that  he  will  be  able  to  give  this  at  an 
early  date.  Much  of  the  trouble  met  with  in  the  sewers  themselves 
can  be  accounted  to  variations  in  capacity  and  flow,  the  need  for 
flushing  in  parts  and  leakages  into  sewers  from  subsoil  water. 
A  serious  breakdown  occurred  in  the  Trench  District,  and  local 
residents  suffered  as  a  result  of  backpounding  ;  the  whole  being 
due  to  the  inadequate  provision  for  storm  water  flow. 

A  new  service  sewer  has  been  laid  to  serve  the  new  housing 
estate  at  Gower  Street  and,  in  addition,  over  the  larger  area  some 
10  houses  have  been  converted  to  the  water  carriage  system. 

There  are  too  many  privies  and  the  collection  from  these  is 
always  difficult.  This  is  increased  by  the  inaccessibility  of  the 
actual  buildings  from  the  main  road  and  also  to  the  handling 
necessary  to  convey  the  night  soil  to  the  cart.  As  it  is  impossible 
to  secure  the  complete  removal  of  this  means  of  disposal,  the 
Authority  may  feel  compelled  to  adopt  the  most  modern  methods 
of  collection  and  to  insist  on  the  abandonment  of  such  privies 
as  do  not  lend  themselves  to  this  system.  It  should  be  kept  in 
mind  that  in  all  future  building  by  private  individuals  permission 
should  be  withheld  where  access  to  the  main  water  carriage 
system  cannot  be  obtained. 


SECTION  D. 

Housing 

The  matter  of  providing  homes  has  been  much  in  the  mind 
of  the  Council  for  some  years  and,  at  the  first  opportunity,  steps 
were  taken  to  plan  to  satisfy  the  needs  of  the  very  considerable 
number  of  applicants  for  houses. 

Fifty  temporary  have  been  applied  for  and  eventually  it 
was  agreed  that  48  of  this  type  of  dwelling  should  be  erected  at 
the  Moss  Road  Site  near  St.  Georges.  At  this  place  one  house 
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has  already  been  completed  and  services  and  foundations  are 
laid  ready  for  the  remainder.  It  is  hoped  that  these  will  be  put 
into  construction  in  1946.  Permanent  houses  have  also  been 
considered  and  at  the  Furnace  Lane  Site  50  are  planned  to  be 
built.  Foundations  with  services  have  been  prepared  for  all  of 
this  number  and  some  half-dozen  of  the  actual  houses  are  already 
showing  good  progress  in  construction. 

In  addition,  plans  have  been  passed  for  12  at  Wrockwardine 
Wood  and  consideration  of  70  more  at  Church  Parade,  Wombridge. 
All  the  above  will  be  very  necessary  when  it  is  remembered  that 
there  are  close  on  a  thousand  applicants  for  new  homes.  In  the 
meeting  of  this  demand  the  Authority  has  in  mind  to  provide  all 
modern  conveniences  and  main  services  to  these  houses. 

Maintenance  work  on  the  Council  property  has  been  carried 
out  with  local  labour  and  with  such  material  as  has  been  available, 
the  repair  of  private  houses  has  been  more  difficult  and  in  this 
there  has  been  great  delay  and  difficulty  in  enforcing  requirements. 

No  houses  have  been  condemned  in  the  twelve  months  ; 
this  as  the  result  of  the  great  demand  for  even  the  poorest  type 
of  living  accommodation. 

With  building  so  difficult  no  reconstruction  of  standing 
property  has  been  attempted. 

The  Council  houses  have  been  controlled  and  supervised  most 
successfully  by  the  Manager  and  the  Staff  of  that  Department 
and  the  central  administration  should  be  able  to  deal  with  the 
expansion  which  is  expected  within  the  next  year  or  so. 


SECTION  E. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  District  continues  to  be  served  mainly  from  the  Central 
Abattoir  at  Shrewsbury  ;  a  small  part  coming  from  the  Newport 
Centre.  On  entry  this  meat  is  subject  to  re-examination  at  the 
request  of  the  retailer  and  the  following  is  a  table  of  such  meat 
as  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  consumption  and  so  was  condemned 
and  retained  : — 

Table  of  Meat  Condemned. 

1  Pig  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  2,400  lbs. 

Kidney  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2  lb. 

Ham  .  .  .  .  .  .  ...  5  lbs. 

Other  foods  inspected,  condemned  and  confiscated  are  as 
follows  : — 
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Table  of  Other  Foods  Condemned. 


Blitter  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  71  lbs. 

Cheese  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4  lbs. 

Jam  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  40  lbs. 

Fruit  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  620  lbs. 

Fish  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  42  lbs. 

Potatoes..  ..  .  .  ..  112  lbs. 

Tins  of  Meat  .  .  .  .  .  .  62 

Tins  of  Milk  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Tins  of  Fish  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Tins  of  Vegetables  .  .  .  .  32 


British  Restaurant. 

This  institution  has  continued  its  good  service.  A  rise  has 
been  reported  in  the  number  of  mid-day  meals  being  provided 
and  there  is  now  greater  variety  for  selection.  Food  is  consumed 
not  only  on  the  premises  but  also  is  able  to  be  carried  out  to  the 
homes. 

In  addition,  the  Restaurant  has  been  available  for  social  and 
other  functions  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  record  that  an  extension 
of  tenancy  for  the  continuation  of  this  work  has  been  granted. 


Milk  and  Dairies. 

Number  of  Producers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  .  .  Nil 

Number  of  Accredited  Licences  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Number  of  Pasteurisation  Licences  (Supplementary)  .  .  1 

Number  of  Producers  on  Register  .  .  .  .  .  .  44 


It  is  recognised  that  certain  of  the  premises  used  for  the 
retailing  and  distribution  of  milk  are  below  standard  and  that  a 
survey  of  all  producers  is  required.  The  recommendations  which 
will  result  from  this  should  be  stringently  enforced  by  the  Author¬ 
ity.  There  are  certain  difficulties  attendant,  and  with  this  in 
mind  a  series  of  meetings  with  the  County  Medical  Officer  have 
been  held  during  the  year.  The  outcome  was  the  formation  of 
such  recommendations  as  would,  if  carried  out,  not  only  greatly 
raise  the  standards  but  would  also,  in  many  cases,  bring  the 
producers  within  the  reach  of  a  licence  for  the  production  of  a 
milk  of  designated  quality.  In  this  way  it  is  hoped  that  a  general 
raising  of  the  average  of  local  milk  production  would  be  the 
result.  These  recommendations  are  now  available  in  printed 
form. 

Complaints  have  come  to  hand  of  souring  and  investigations 
have  been  made  as  to  the  cause  of  this.  A  difficulty  associated 
is  the  limitations  on  sale  at  the  week-end  and  representations 
have  been  made  to  secure  a  Sunday  delivery. 

Factories. 

The  routine  inspection  of  Factories  has  been  continued 
during  the  year,  and  matters  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Authority 
have  been  dealt  with. 
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SECTION  F. 

Prevalence  of,  and  control  over,  Infectious  and  Allied 
Diseases. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  together  with  the  number  of  deaths  from  such  : — 


ft 

Disease. 

Cases  notified. 

Deaths. 

1945 

1944 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

9 

_ 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

10 

— 

Measles 

34 

64 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

5 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

3 

1 

Incidence  of  Disease  in  the  Various  Age  Groups. 


Years. 

Scarlet •  Fever. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Measles. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

0— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

1— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

4 

6 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

5 

3 

5 — 

— 

2 

— 

1 

8 

7 

10— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

'  1 

— 

25— 

— 

1 

— 

—  . 

— 

_ — . 

T  otals 

1 

3 

2 

3 

18 

16 

Years. 

Dysentery. 

\  ; 

Erysipelas. 

Male 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

15— 

— — 

— 

— 

1 

45— 

' — • 

— - 

1 

— 

65— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

— 

1 

1 

1 

No  cases  of  Diphtheria  or  Pneumonia  were  notified. 
Scabies. 


During  the  twelve  months  41  patients  have  been  treated  at 
the  Newport  Centre  for  this  complaint. 
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While  there  has  been  a  considerable  decline  in  the  numbers 
reported  this  disease  is  liable  to  show  itself  until  such  time  as 
overcrowding  has  been  reduced  and  better  housing  generally 
prevailing. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 


The  Annual  Return  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for 
the  period  ending  December  31st,  1945,  was  as  follows  : — 


Age  under 

5  years  but 
over  1  year. 

5  years  and 
over  but 
under  15 
years. 

T  otal. 

Children  immunised  .  . 

67 

5 

72 

Child  Population 

865 

1460 

2325 

Percentage  protected 

27.8 

64.1 

50.6 

The  Ministry  of  Health  has  ordered  a  change  in  the  forms  of 
return  for  this  service.  Now,  two  six  monthly  forms  have  to  be 
completed  showing  the  number  of  children  immunised  during 
these  periods  and,  in  addition,  an  annual  form  showing  the  total 
numbers  protected  in  the  area  together  with  details  of  the  relevant 
population.  This  dispenses  with  the  necessity  for  percentage 
calculations  and  the  above  is  provided  for  local  information  only. 
The  County  Authority  administers  the  clinical  side  of  this  work 
and  reports  locally,  by  record  cards,  of  progress  made.  These 
cards,  one  for  each  child,  are  hied  at  this  Office,  and  with  this 
information  carefully  tabulated,  future  statistics  should  be  more 
easily  obtainable. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  notified  cases  on  the  Register  at  December 
31st,  1945,  and  the  comparative  figures  for  1944  and  1943  are  as 
follows  : — - 


Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1945 

37 

33 

26 

45 

141 

1944 

39 

33 

25 

44 

141 

1943 

37 

36 

23 

44 

140 

New  Cases. 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary.  Total. 
4  2  6 
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Death  Rates. 


Oakengates.  England  and 

Wales. 

Death  rate  from  Pulmonary  T.B.  per 

1,000  population  ..  ..  .19  .47 

Death  rate  from  Non-Pulmonary  T.B. 

per  1,000  population  .  .  .  .  —  .10 

Total  death  rate  (all  forms)  . .  .  .  .19  .57 

There  were  2  deaths  from  Pulmonary  and  none  from  the  Non- 
Pulmonary  form  of  this  disease. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality,  1945. 


New 

Cases. 

Dea 

iths. 

Age 

Group 

Respiratory . 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory . 

Non- 

Res  piratory. 

M. 

E. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

5-15 

2 

_ 

__ 

15-25 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

25-35 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 

— 

— - 

35-45 

— 

— -  ' 

— 

— ■ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45-55 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

55-65 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

1 

— 

— • 

— ■ 

3 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— - 

— 

There  were  2  pulmonary  and  0  Non-Pulmonary  deaths. 
Cancer. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  in  1945  was  31  (of  these, 
13  were  males  and  18  were  females). 

Oakengates.  England  and 

Wales. 


Death  rate  per  1,000,000  living 


2,972 


1,699 


1st.  August,  1946. 


W.  A.  M.  STEWART, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


✓ 


■ 


